Short Articles Indeed many are the names of unknown authors or unknown works of celebrated authors that can be recovered in this way. Particularly interesting in this respect are the numerous tables of contents and colophons in the fragments. These furnish a mine of precious information concerning the actual contents offorgotten works, the exact titles of their authors, and even, in some cases, the dates of their composition.
Apart from the medical material outlined above, the Genizah contains a large number of documents relating to the medical profession.3 These texts, though not directly medical, nevertheless constitute, in an incidental manner, a unique source of information about the internal history of medicine. They include private correspondence where medical advice is sought, inventories ofdoctors' libraries,4 from which much is to be culled concerning the sources and extent ofmedical knowledge at a given period, as well as prescriptions accompanied by the prices of the chemicals involved, and bills for doctors' fees, which give an idea of the economic aspect of the profession. There are also notes which once belonged to physicians, oculists, phlebotomists, and pharmacists, and furnish details, amongst other things, of academic courses and professional techniques.
As these documents originate not only from Egypt but also from localities as far off as Spain and India, a most valuable picture is drawn of how medicine was practised in those times and places.
Before, however, the Genizah's invaluable mine of information can properly and fully be exploited and appreciated, many hours must be spent in conservation, examination, decipherment, identification, and collation. There is no telling what discoveries are in store for the assiduous scholar in this as yet unexplored domain.
